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A new story of common wisdom from the best-selling author of The Travelerâ€™s Gift. Orange

Beach, Alabama, is a simple town filled with simple people.Â  But like all humans on the planet, the

good folks of Orange Beach have their share of problemsâ€”marriages teetering on the brink of

divorce, young adults giving up on life, business people on the verge of bankruptcy, as well as the

many other obstacles that life seems to dish out to the masses. Fortunately, when things look the

darkest, a mysterious man named Jones has a miraculous way of showing up.Â  An elderly man

with white hair, of indiscriminate age and race, wearing blue jeans, a white T-shirt and leather flip

flops carrying a battered old suitcase, Jones is a unique soul.Â  Communicating what he calls â€œa

little perspective,â€•Â heÂ explains that he has been given a gift of noticing things that others

miss.Â  â€œYour time on this earth is a gift to be used wisely,â€• he says.Â  â€œDonâ€™t squander

your words or your thoughts. Consider even the simplest action you take, for your lives matter

beyond measureâ€¦and they matter forever.â€• Jones speaks to that part in everyone that is yearning

to understand why things happen and what we can do about it. Like The Travelerâ€™s Gift, The

Noticer is a unique narrative blend of fiction, allegory, and inspiration in which gifted storyteller Andy

Andrews helps us see how becoming a â€œnoticerâ€• just might change a personâ€™s life forever.
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If you pick up this book titled THE NOTICER, by Andy Andrews, don't make the mistake I made.

Don't wait until bedtime to start reading it. When I picked it up last night, I had every intention of



simply reading the introduction and then turning out the light and calling it a day. Having read

everything Andy Andrews has written, I knew it would be a good and just wanted to see what it was

going to be about. Well, there is no introduction, so I thought I'd just read the first few pages to get a

feel for it. I finished reading it around 1:30 this morning. Yes, it's that good.Okay, it gets even better.

Just past midnight, I even got up and ate a plum for a quick midnight snack and told myself, "Okay,

you've got a busy day tomorrow. Go to sleep." I turned out the light and it took all of about 3 minutes

before I turned it back on and opened the book again. I knew trying to fall asleep was a fruitless

endeavor. I simply had to finish the book.Andy Andrews is one of the finest writers (and public

speakers) of our time. If you are not familiar with his work, this book would be a great place to start.

For me, it may not have been quite as good as The Traveler's Gift, but that book has had such a

profound effect on my life, I may be a little biased. I hope in time, this book will have an equally

profound effect and in the few hours since I read it, I have thought about it's messages all day.

Those messages are still sinking in and I will certainly read the book again this weekend before I

decide who I want to share it with first.I don't want to spoil the story for anyone, so I will only say the

story revolves around a very influential old sage who touches so many lives by simply giving the

people he encounters a new persective.

I'm a 63-year-old baby-boomer who has been struggling with getting into the next chapter of my

life.My kids are grown and have moved away. I've been retired for a few years and I feel like I'm

spinning my wheels in my effort to gain traction about what to do next in my life and it has been

bugging me.Then I was presented with the opportunity to read "The Noticer" by Andy Andrews and

published by Thomas Nelson. It's a easy-to-read and a short book that packs a useful look at life

and what the future holds for just about everybody regardless of their age or situation.The story

revolves around the conversations of an old man named Jones with a variety of different people in a

small Gulf coast town who were experiencing life challenges which made them doubt their

future.Jones ran into a young homeless man trying to deal with the loss of his parents and any

semblance of normalcy in his life. There was a young businessman married and with a child on the

way who was so driven that he ignored what was important and was standing on the edge of a cliff.

There was a couple who loved each other but who lost the ability to communicate that to each other

and were on the edge of divorce.The person who struck a chord with me was a senior citizen in her

seventies who felt she had no more to contribute to life and death was the only thing in the future. I

knew that that could be me in another decade if not sooner.It was the old man Jones who came

along and took an interest in each individual and asked questions that helped them see their



situation from a different perspective. It's all a matter of how you view obstacles and challenges. I

get it.For the past several days, I've been looking for a Jones in my life.
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